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texas High 
Performance 

Schools Consortium
Setting a new path for future-ready students

To assist students in 
preparation for an ever-
changing and technically 
advanced world, the Klein ISD 
and 22 other school districts 
across the state were selected 
as members of the Texas 
High Performance Schools 
Consortium (THPSC). 

The consortium was established by the 82nd Legislature 
(Senate Bill 1557) and the Texas Education Agency 
(TEA). The Commissioner of Education selected 
districts through an application process.  The group 
was charged with two objectives, first, the consortium 
focused on statewide school transformation through 
four main areas:

• Digital Learning: engagement of students in digital 
   learning, including the use of electronic textbooks 
   and instructional materials and courses offered 
   through the Texas Virtual School Network;
• Learning Standards: standards that a student must  
   master to be successful in a competitive 
   post-secondary environment;
• Multiple Assessments: various methods of 
   measuring student progress to keep students, 
   parents and schools informed, and the actions 
   consortium participants are taking to improve 
   learning; and
• Local Control: ways in which reliance on local 
   input and decision-making enable communities 
   and parents to be involved in the important   
   decisions regarding the education of their children.

The consortium’s second purpose was to assist the 
state to improve public schools and make the next-
generation learning standards and assessments a reality 
by encouraging new legislation. 

“We used the latest educational research to discuss and 
plan how assessment informs students, parents and 
the community regarding student progress without 
overburdening our schools with one-size-fits-all testing,” 
noted Dr. Angie Anderson, executive director for 
curriculum and instruction.  “The plans are innovative 
and will positively impact student success in college and 
future careers.”  

In order to assure that students are prepared, the group 
agreed that certain skill sets needed to be integrated as 
high priority standards across all content areas, grade 
levels and embedded with technology.  

“There is a general consensus 
that new technologies are driving 
the demand and urgency for new 
skills,” Klein ISD executive director of 
educational technology, Ann McMullan 
said.  “This requires a workforce highly 
skilled in the effective acquisition and use of 
information in a digital world. The consortium 
has prioritized these skill sets which include 
creativity and innovation, critical thinking and 
problem solving, communication, collaboration 
and digital citizenship.”

The result of the group’s work is House Bill 2824 
(HB 2824), which creates a system that addresses 
the needs of today’s student for the future. HB 2824 
amends the current law to create a “space” to assess 
the recommendations of the consortium, some of 
which include: 

• THPSC districts to pilot the program within their 
   district starting during the 2013-14 school year;
• Assessment of students on college readiness 
   standards only, reducing the number of curriculum  
   standards;
• Students in grades 3-8 to take No Child Left Behind 
   (NCLB) required tests in math, reading and science 
    via the State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
    Readiness (STAAR) test and eliminating writing 
    and social studies tests; and
• Sophomore students to be assessed with STAAR 
   End-of-Course (EOC) exams in math, science 
   and English only.

If HB 2824 is approved, the Klein ISD plans to pilot 
the consortium’s program at Benignus Elementary, 
Krimmel Intermediate and Klein Oak High 
School based on the feeder pattern and strong 
digital learning programs implemented at each 
campus.

“We are looking forward to working with 
teachers, administrators, parents and 
students at our pilot schools,” said Dr. 
Susan Borg, associate superintendent for 
instruction and student services. “As 
pilot participants, the Klein ISD plays a 
key role, helping to envision what the 
future of education in our state will 
look like for every student.”

kleinisd.net/consortium



KlEiN ISD 
Education
Foundation

Established in 2000, the Klein ISD 
Education Foundation (KEF) is 

designed to provide direction and 
support for innovative academic and 

enrichment projects and staff development 
activities for the Klein ISD. The KEF is a 

501(c)3 non-profit organization governed by 
a volunteer board of directors including local 

business, corporate and respected community 
leaders.

Who Benefits from the Kef?
Since the fall of 2001, the KEF has offered multiple 

opportunities for teachers to be awarded grants for 
innovative classroom initiatives that support and 
help enrich learning for their students. 

“Our purpose is to raise funds to put back into 
Klein ISD classrooms,” said director of community 

relations & education foundation, Cindy Doyle. 
With 280 grants awarded at a total of $1,103,152, 
the foundation has rewarded and will continue to 
honor teachers for providing students with learning 
opportunities that are outside the box. 

increasing aWareness & raising funds

TribuTe Garden
The Tribute Garden sits on the land of the Klein ISD’s 
original high school and features pavers and benches 
that can be purchased in honor of graduates, staff, 
family members and community members. Memorial 
purchases are also available to remember a loved 
one. The garden encompasses many memories 
and shared past times for members of our Klein 
community. Butch Theiss, one of the original 
football players and former board member, is 
proud to be a member of a community that 
recognizes the importance of history.

“We felt that it was a nice garden and it was 
important to have our names out there for 
future years; the garden helps to preserve our 

community,” expressed Theiss. 

Some of the original brick and the capstone 
at the entrance of the old elementary 
school were saved to integrate into the 
garden plans. The garden includes a 

brick entry donated by Lyle Lovett, 
a monument to thank donors, 208 
engraved pavers laid in a sidewalk and 

20 granite benches. The foundation 
is currently selling the remaining 

105 pavers and 10 benches in 
Phase II Section II to honor 
community friends and families. 

diamonds & 
denim Jubilee
The KEF celebrates the Klein 
ISD’s 75th anniversary 
with an event featuring live 
entertainment, live and silent auctions as well 
as honoring the Klein ISD’s 75 Diamonds. The 75 
Diamonds are individuals, families, organizations or 
businesses that have made a significant impact in the 
Klein ISD through their leadership and commitment to 
excellence in public education.

“The education foundation directors wanted to find a 
way to celebrate the district’s 75th anniversary while 
keeping with our mission to enhance education,” says 
President, Ed Shackelford. “The Diamonds & Denim 
Jubilee allows the foundation to do both.”

The event will take place on June 14, 
2013, at The Woodlands Waterway 
Marriott and will raise funds to 
launch the first ever S.T.E.A.M. 
Express. This unique vehicle will visit 
campuses year-round and provide 

teachers with new and exciting hands-on learning 
opportunities allowing students to travel outside the 
normal classroom experience in the areas of science, 
technology, engineering, arts and math. For more 
information on sponsorships and tables, please visit 
kleinisd.net/75jubilee. 

a.K. “buddy” brown Klein isd educaTion 
foundaTion Golf classic
The Klein Classic was renamed as the A.K. Buddy Brown 
Klein ISD Education Foundation Golf Classic in 2012 
in honor of Klein ISD’s long-time supporter and Klein 
Classic’s chairman Buddy Brown.

“It’s truly unbelievable that this event has raised over $1 
million dollars for such a great cause,” says Brown. “The 
support from the community along with the volunteers 
and KEF Board of Directors helped to make this come 
true!”

The tournament scheduled for Tuesday, Oct. 15, 2013, 
provides an opportunity for golfers to support the 
foundation. Sponsors are recognized on signage at the 
tournament, on the KEF’s website, publications and 
in the media. Players will compete in “Hole in One”, 
“Longest Drive” and “Closest to the Hole” contests. The 
day’s finale is an awards ceremony dinner complete 
with a silent auction. This event has been a success to the 
KEF raising more than $110,000 yearly for educational 
purposes and grants.  

kleinisd.net/kef



One-way Dual 
Language Program  

“Good morning students! The language of the day 
is English.” 

Every week in dual language classrooms across the 
Klein ISD, English Language Learners (ELL) are 
being taught curriculum not only in English, but 
also in Spanish. As a fast-growth district, programs 
like the one-way dual language model are essential 
because the Klein ISD has a diverse student 
population, 6,563 of which are ELL students.

“Research shows that this is the most effective 
model of bilingual education,” said Lettie Houck, 
instructional officer for multilingual programs. 
“The one-way program being used in Klein ISD 
is considered the “Cadillac” program because it is 
highly researched based and is very rigorous.”

Pre-kindergarten through fourth grade students, 
whose native language is Spanish, have developed 
past the traditional transitional model into 
the one-way dual language program offered 
exclusively in the district. Each subject, with the 
exception of math, is taught in both languages in 
bilingual elementary classrooms. The purpose of 
this program is to help bridge the gap so that all 
students learn and get the best education Klein ISD 
has to offer.

“Acclimating our students to the program at an 
early age and building a strong foundation in both 
languages is crucial to their academic success,” 
Houck added. “We want all of our students in 
Klein ISD to be successful and not only learn the 
curriculum, but also as they grow older to stay on 
track with the rest of their peers.”

Principal Sherri Trammell agrees, and has been 
instrumental in moving Kreinhop Elementary from 
a transitional campus to a fully integrated one-way 
dual language program.

“Our goal is to help our students not just know how 
to speak both languages across all grade levels, but 
to also become literate in all subject areas,” said 
Trammell. “It’s also important that our students 
and parents know that we don’t want them to give 
up their native language, but rather continue to 
develop their skills in an environment that allows 
them to be successful in school.”

İBuenos días estudiantes! El lenguaje 
del día es Inglés.” 

Cada semana en las clases de doble 
idiomas en todo el Distrito Escolar 
Independiente de Klein, a los estudiantes 
de Aprendices del Idioma Inglés (ELL) se 
les enseña currículo no sólo en Inglés, pero 
también en español. Como un distrito de 
rápido crecimiento, programas como el modelo 
de lenguaje de una manera dual son esenciales 
porque el Distrito Escolar Independiente de Klein 
tiene una población estudiantil diversa, 6.563 de 
los cuales son estudiantes de ELL.

“Las investigaciones muestran que este es el modelo 
más eficaz de la educación bilingüe”, dijo Lettie Houck, 
directora de instrucción de los programas multilingües. 
“ El programa de lenguaje dual unidireccional que se 
utilizan en Klein ISD es considerado como el programa 
del “Cadillac”, ya que está basado sobre estudios 
sumamente investigados  y es muy riguroso.”

Los estudiantes de pre-kínder a  cuarto grado, cuyo 
idioma materno es el español, se han desarrollado 
más allá del modelo tradicional de transición al 
programa de lenguaje dual unidireccional que se ofrece 
exclusivamente en el distrito. Cada materia, con la 
excepción de las matemáticas,  se enseña en ambos 
idiomas en las clases de primaria bilingües. El objetivo de 
este programa es ayudar a cerrar la brecha de aprendizaje 
para que todos los estudiantes aprendan y obtengan la 
mejor educación que Klein ISD tiene para ofrecer.

“Aclimatar a nuestros estudiantes en el programa a una 
edad temprana y construir una base sólida en ambos 
idiomas es crucial para su éxito académico”, dijo 
Houck. “Queremos que todos nuestros estudiantes de 
Klein ISD  tengan éxito y no sólo aprendan el plan de 
estudios, sino que también permanezcan al mismo 
nivel con el resto de sus compañeros como vallan 
creciendo .”

Sherri Trammel, la directora de la escuela de 
enseñanza primaria de Kreinhop, ha sido 
instrumental en el movimiento de la escuela 
Kreinhop  de una escuela de transición 
hacia un  programa de lenguaje dual 
unidireccional.

“Nuestro objetivo es ayudar a nuestros 
estudiantes no sólo  a saber hablar dos 
idiomas en todos los niveles de grado, 
sino también dominar leer y escribir 
en todas las áreas”, dijo Trammell. 
“También es importante que los 
estudiantes y los padres sepan 
que no queremos que 

“acclimating our students to the program 
at an early age and building a strong 
foundation in both languages is crucial 
to their academic success.” 
~ Lettie Houck, Klein ISD



Dual Program (continued)

During the past seven years, 
the number of bilingual 

campuses has increased from 
four to 20. Of those, 12 campuses 

are using the one-way dual 
language program, including: 

Brill, Epps Island, Kaiser, Ehrhardt, 
Nitsch, Klenk, Eiland, Kreinhop, 

McDougle, Mueller, Zwink and Grace 
England Early Childhood & Pre-K 

Center. Likewise, Greenwood Forest, 
Northampton and Schultz elementary 

schools will implement the program in the 
2013-14 school year.

There are also dedicated, certified bilingual 
teachers at these campuses. These educators 

had to not only meet the state requirement, 
but also had to pass both an oral language 

and written proficiency test in both languages 
developed by the curriculum and instruction 

department.

“The dual language program is very well-developed, 
but I give the credit to the teachers for its success 
because they are the ones who are going to uphold 
and grow it to the standard it needs to be,” noted 
Trammell.

Monica Murphy, third grade bilingual teacher at 
Kreinhop, grew up in Mexico and is a native Spanish-
speaker. She said in grade school she learned to read 
and write in English, but was never really taught to 
do the same in Spanish. She noted that as a teacher 
and parent, she has experienced first-hand the value 
of the dual language program.

“For me, I naturally think in Spanish like most of our 
ELLs,” she expressed. “However, this program has 
taught these students to not have to translate the 
language in their heads anymore. Instead they can 
begin to think in the language they are using that 
day, which ultimately makes learning easier for 
them.”

On the horizon, multilingual instructional 
specialists are continuing to develop and create 
innovative curriculum for students and teachers 
in the Klein ISD. Future projects include 
offering Vietnamese dual language instruction 
because this demographic group has also 
increased in recent years. Additionally, a two-
way dual language program is being piloted 

on select campuses this school year. 

For more information on multilingual 
programs in the district, contact Lettie 
Houck at 832.249.4348.  

kleinisd.net/multilingual

abandonen su lengua materna, sino que continúen 
desarrollando sus habilidades en un ambiente que les 
permita tener éxito en la escuela.”

Durante los últimos siete años, el número de escuelas 
bilingües ha aumentado de cuatro a 20. De ellos, 12 
escuelas está utilizando el programa de un modo 
bilingüe, incluyendo: Brill, Epps Island, Kaiser, 
Ehrhardt, Nitsch, Klenk, Eiland, Kreinhop, McDougle, 
Mueller, Zwink y  El Centro de  Primaria Infantil y 
Pre-Kínder Grace England. Del mismo modo, las 
escuelas primarias de Greenwood Forest, Northampton 
y Schultz ejecutarán el programa en el año escolar 2013-
14.

Hay también maestros bilingües certificados y están 
dedicados a estas escuelas. Estos educadores no sólo 
tuvieron que cumplir con el requisito del Estado, pero 
tuvieron que pasar también una prueba por escrito y 
oral en ambas lenguas elaborada por el departamento 
de currículo e instrucción.

 “El programa de lenguaje dual está muy bien 
desarrollado, pero le doy el crédito a los maestros por 
su éxito, ya que son ellos los que van a sostener y hacer 
crecer al nivel que necesita para llegar a ser”, señaló 
Trammell.

Monica Murphy, una maestra bilingüe de tercer grado 
en Kreinhop, creció en México y el español es su idioma 
nativo. Dijo que en la escuela primaria, aprendió a leer 
y escribir en Inglés, pero nunca se le enseñó a hacer 
lo mismo en español. Señaló que, como  profesora y 
madre de su familia, ha experimentado de primera 
mano el valor del programa de lenguaje dual.

 “Para mí, yo, naturalmente, pienso en español como 
la mayoría de nuestros estudiantes de ELL”, expreso 
ella. “Sin embargo, este programa ha enseñado a estos 
estudiantes a ya no tener que traducir el lenguaje en 
sus cabezas. En lugar, pueden comenzar a pensar en el 
idioma que están usando ese día, lo que finalmente hace 
que el aprendizaje sea más fácil para ellos”.

En el futuro, los especialistas multilingües de enseñanza 
se dirigen a desarrollar y crear un plan innovador de 
estudios para los estudiantes y maestros en el Distrito 
Escolar Independiente de Klein. Los proyectos futuros 
incluyen ofrecer instrucción vietnamita  en dos idiomas 
porque este grupo demográfico también ha aumentado 
en los últimos años. Además, un programa de dos 
direcciones de dos idiomas se está experimentando en 
ciertas escuelas seleccionadas este año escolar.

Para obtener más información sobre los programas 
multilingües en el distrito, favor de contactar a Lettie 
Houck al 832.249.4348 o visite kleinisd.net/multilingual.

“El programa de lenguaje dual está muy bien desarrollado, pero le 
doy el crédito a los maestros por su éxito, ya que son ellos los que van 

a sostener y hacer crecer al nivel que necesita para llegar a ser”.  
~ Sherri Trammell, Kreinhop Elementary



Being Dr. Cain
Being the superintendent of a fast-growth district like the Klein ISD entails wearing multiple 
hats for Dr. Jim Cain. His priorities are to ensure that each student receives a quality education 
in a safe and secure environment, to provide staff with the most current professional development 
tools, make fiscally sound decisions, serve as an advocate for public schools and communicate to all 
stakeholders in the Klein ISD. Here is a glimpse of what it means to be Dr. Cain. 



    Campuses:
   Elementary campuses – Mueller, Kaiser 
   & Eiland
   Intermediate –  Wunderlich 
   High Schools – Klein Forest
    
 NOTE:  

• Individual campuses will conduct 
summer remediation in June. 
• Parents should contact a student’s 
HOME campus for specific dates, times, 
and other details as well as the district 
website kleinisd.net/summerschool.

• Case managers will coordinate 
registration for all special education 

students.
• All payments for summer 

school must be paid online at 
kleinisd.schoolcashonline.com. 
Students will not be officially 

registered until the payment 
is received. 

2013-14 School 
Year calendar

District EVENtS
Aug. 20-23: Staff Development

Aug. 24: Summer 2013 High School Graduation  

Aug. 26: FIRST DAY OF CLASSES

Sept. 2: Labor Day Holiday

Oct. 14: Staff Dev., Student Holiday 

 & Elementary Parent Conference

Nov. 25-26: Staff Dev./Student Holiday

Nov. 27-29: Thanksgiving Holiday

Dec. 23-Jan. 3: Christmas/Winter Holiday

Jan. 6: Classes Resume

Jan. 16: End of First Semester

Jan. 17: Staff Dev./Student Holiday

Jan. 20: Martin Luther King Holiday

Jan. 21: Second Semester Begins

March 10-14: Spring Break

April 17: Staff Dev./Student Holiday

April 18: Easter Break

May 26: Memorial Day Holiday

June 5: LAST DAY OF CLASSES

June 6: Staff Dev.

June 7: 2014 High School Graduation

GRADING PERIODS

ELEMENTARY

First Semester

Aug. 26 – Oct. 25

Oct. 28 – Jan. 16

Second Semester

Jan. 21 – March 28

March 31 – June 5

SECONDARY

First Semester

Aug. 26 – Oct. 4  

Oct. 7 – Nov. 15

Nov. 18 – Jan. 16 

Second Semester

Jan. 21 – Feb. 28  

March 3 – April 16  

April 21 – June 5

 

diamonds & denim JuBilee
The Klein ISD Education Foundation (KEF) 

will host the Diamonds & Denim Jubilee on 
June 14, 2013, at The Woodlands Waterway 

Marriott Hotel. This is the culminating event 
to the 75th anniversary celebration, with all 

proceeds benefitting the new Klein ISD Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math (S.T.E.A.M.) 

Express. For more information on this event or to 
get involved with the planning committee contact 

Cindy Doyle, cdoyle3@kleinisd.net or 832.249.4753. 

summer school
Registration:
Elementary: May 20-24 at home campuses. No late registrations will be accepted.
Intermediate & High School: May 20-June 13 (for both credit recovery and initial 

credit). Late registration is from 8 a.m.-1:30 p.m. at Klein Forest only. 

Summer School Dates:     
PK/K ESL/Bilingual: June 18-28 and July 8-19 (no school July 1-5; classes resume July 8)
Elementary Credit Recovery – July 8-19

Intermediate: July 15-30
High School: July 15-30

June 8, 2013 
Reliant Stadium
Klein Collins High – 9 a.m.

Klein High – Noon
Klein Forest High – 3 p.m.
Klein Oak High – 6 p.m.
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I am very proud to announce that for the sixth 
consecutive year, a Klein ISD employee has been 
awarded the prestigious Walter Kase award by the 
Houston Anti-Defamation League (ADL). Kudos to 
Klein Oak dance teacher Fayla Curry who will be 
honored as one of three Walter Kase winners on May 
10, 2013, at the ADL luncheon along with Benfer 
counselor Meghan Blakey and Zwink teacher Janet 
Watson who will be recognized as finalists.
 
The Klein ISD Safety Committee met during the 
early spring semester to review current safety 
and security procedures and make any needed 
recommendations. A report on their work was 
presented to the Board of Trustees at the March 25, 
2013, Board workshop. The committee concentrated 
on five areas as follows: 1) communication between 
teachers and administrators, 2) enhancing existing 
training for all employees on proper response 
to emergency situations, 3) consideration for 
adding additional police presence on campuses, 
4) improving access control at all schools, and 
5) required badge procedures and control for 
employees. Many of these will continue to be 

studied and some will be implemented for the 
2013–14 school year. 

I hope the announcements of the 75 Diamonds 
have been interesting for the community. While 
these 75 have been instrumental in making Klein 
the outstanding school district we enjoy today, we 
recognize that there are thousands of others who 
have worked and continue to work daily to sustain 
our reputation. My thanks go out to all those that 
join us in celebrating 75 years of excellence in 
education in the Klein ISD. 
 
Please consider joining us at the Diamonds & Denim 
Jubilee on Friday, June 14, 2013, at The Woodlands 
Waterway Marriott as we raise funds for the 
S.T.E.A.M. Express, a refitted trailer that will travel 
around the district bringing science, technology, 
engineering, arts and math activities to the students 
year-round. Have a great end to this school year and 
a wonderful summer break!

Sincerely,
dr. Jim cain, superintendent


